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Investigative Report – Canadian Pacific Railway Police Death - 1925
Jonathan Sheldan, Sgt. M.O.M

BCLEM

Deceased:

Constable William Molson ALEXANDER, C.P.R. Police
DOB – April 16, 1849
POB – Aberdeen, Scotland
Age at Death  – 72 years
Date of Accident:

February 7th, 1925
Date of Death:

February 8th, 1925
Cause of Death:
Internal injuries, broken legs and shock – Elevator accident.
Location:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CPR_Pier_D
CPR Pier D was built in Vancouver Harbour during the CPR expansion years 1910 – 1915. It opened in 1914 and stood in the area where the present day “Seabus Terminal” is located.

CPR Pier D was destroyed by fire on July 27, 1938 and never rebuilt.

Executive Summary:
Cst. William Alexander was on duty at C.P.R. Wharf D – Vancouver, B.C. when he attempted to extricate a stuck baggage elevator that he was riding in. While working on the jammed gate, the elevator moved back into motion and Alexander was caught and crushed between floors. Strenuous efforts were required to remove him and he was transported to hospital where he died the next day.
CPR (abbreviated) History:
The Canadian Pacific Police Service is one of the oldest police services in Canada. The CPR used various forms of policing during the railway construction era through to forming its own service in 1913. Railway police were called upon many times to police railway towns, and to keep the peace during the building of the Canadian Railways from coast to coast. 
The main duties of railway police are to protect the public using the company facilities, employees and assets. This includes public education on trespassing, school awareness programs and investigating crimes against the railway, its equipment and buildings.

Circumstances of Incident:

Constable William Alexander was a 72 year old Canadian Pacific Railway Police officer in approximately his tenth year of police service in 1925. He had joined the CPR Police following a career as a flour miller, having resided in Western Canada throughout his life.
Alexander was on duty on February 7th, 1925 at CPR Wharf D in Vancouver and was on board a baggage elevator at approximately 1 o’clock when the he became stuck between the gate and walls of the elevator. 

Alexander remained trapped for 15 minutes before fire department personnel were called and then it took an additional 60 - 80 minutes of strenuous efforts to extricate him. News accounts said that he was attended to by Dr. DeMuth at the scene.

He was immediately rushed to St. Paul’s Hospital in Vancouver by “Kearney’s Ambulance” and his injuries were thought to be severe.

Constable William Alexander succumbed to those injuries at approximately 3 o’clock in the afternoon, Sunday Feb. 8th, 1925.

Inquest:

A Coroner’s Inquest determined that Constable William Alexander died due to accidental injuries that occurred on February 7th, 1925. The injuries were inflicted whilst Alexander was riding on a freight elevator moving from the dock level to street level. He died in hospital the next day.

Inquisition – 9 February, 1925:

“William Alexander came to his death in St. Paul’s Hospital Vancouver BC on February 8th, 1925 as the result of injuries accidentally received on February 7th, 1925 at Pier D C.P.R. Station Vancouver BC while operating the freight elevator following his engagement as a C.P.R. Policeman.”

The inquest further recommended that all freight elevators be equipped with automatic safety devices to prevent future accidents.

BC Law Enforcement Memorial Guidelines:

All applications for officer’s names to be added to the BC Law Enforcement Memorial must be:

- Received by the Foundation by June 1st yearly. This is to ensure adequate time for inscription.
- Must be accompanied by substantiating documentation wherever possible but when the application is Historical (more than one year old) news accounts, coroner’s reports etc are recommended.
- Applications must be approved by the Chief Constable/OIC of the respective agency although the researcher should be listed as agency contact.
All applications must follow the general guidelines as below:

1. The deceased must have been a sworn police or peace officer in British Columbia “on Law Enforcement Duties” and died as a result of an external influence.
2. The deceased must have been on duty at the time of death, or if off duty, acting in the capacity of a police or peace officer or the circumstances leading to the death must have been brought about because of the officer's official status.
3. The deceased officer must have acted in good faith in doing everything that could have been reasonably expected.
4. Notwithstanding the above, any set of circumstances which led to the death of an officer, may be considered.
5. The application must be approved by the organization or agency concerned and be submitted to "The BC Law Enforcement Memorial Foundation".
Canadian Police and Peace Officer Memorial Guidelines:

A standard application form must be completed for appropriate consideration in accordance with the following five guidelines:

1. The deceased must have been a sworn paid, full time peace officer in Canada serving as a regular member or employee of a federal, provincial, municipal law enforcement agency or service and died as a result of an external influence. 

(For greater clarity, this criteria does not include private agencies, auxiliary personnel or other volunteers)

2. The deceased must have been on duty at the time of death, or if off duty, acting in the capacity of a police or peace officer or the circumstances leading to the death must have been brought about because of the officer's official status.

3. The deceased officer must have acted in good faith in doing everything that could have been reasonably expected.

4. Notwithstanding the above, any set of circumstances which led to the death of an officer, may be considered.

5. The application must be approved by the organization concerned and submitted to "The Memorial".

6. All sections are mandatory information. The submission will not be accepted unless all sections are completed.

Conclusion:
It is recommended that the following inscription be placed on The Bastion:
Cst. William Alexander – 1925
Canadian Pacific Railway Police
Attachments:
The Vancouver Daily Province accounts – February 1925
CPR Pier D postcard
CPR Pier D image
Inquisition dated February 9th, 1925
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